Necrotizing fasciitis in a postmastectomy wound.
Necrotizing fasciitis is a rare, life-threatening condition, characterized by progressive gangrene of the subcutaneous tissue with subsequent death of the overlying skin. It is associated with a high mortality rate. We describe a patient who developed this condition after elective mastectomy and survived. Necrotizing fasciitis is known to occur in any part of the body, including the breast, and also following any kind of surgery, however, to the best of our knowledge this condition has never been described after a mastectomy. The diagnosis and management algorithm of this condition is discussed.